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28 January 2009

Mr. Geoffrey Lamb

Managing Director, Public Policy
Foundation Operations

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
PO Box 6176

Ben Franklin Station

Washington, DC 20044

Dear Mr. Lamb,

This letter is in support of the candidacy of Sharon Forrest for a position as
Associate Program Officer, Economic Policy (International and Domestic) with the Gates
Foundation.

| have known Ms. Forrest as a student at Regent University in my capacity as her
advisor and professor and in her capacity as a student in courses in economics | taught
the past two academic years. Through examinations, dialogues and written materials |
have had many opportunities to evaluate her work on a variety of subjects, not just
economics. | believe | know her personal character and academic work very well, and
regard them as reflective of Regent's highest standards of integrity and performance.

As a student in my classes, Ms. Forrest performed admirably. She was always at
the top of a group of 30 to 40 other serious and hard working students. She was always
prepared for class and, more importantly, always expressed a genuine interest in learning
about this world, in helping overcome its many problems, and in advancing international
and domestic development. She has a long standing interest in questions of domestic
and international affairs, and this shows in her knowledge of historical and current events.
She has been blessed with an analytical mind that comprehends the “big picture” and yet
understands the complex interplay of international political forces and political leaders
that are at work in our global economy. | have found her to be a creative thinker with a
capability to analyze large amounts of information to solve complex problems.

In her interactions with others, Ms. Forrest has always shown good judgment, and has
strong research skills, as well as an ability to organize and document her work to high
academic standards. All students -- as well as this professor -- regarded her
interventions as insightful and never out of place, and her views as considered and
reflective of the material she was expected to learn. And, most rewarding to those who




[image: image2.jpg]know her personally, she is a pleasure to have in class and to work with, always cheerful
and positive and always helpful and considerate in her comments and interventions.

Ms. Forrest has a number of strengths to offer the Gates Foundation. She is
diligent and responsible. She is also inquisitive, curious, and resourceful, and always
interested in supporting others with her research. As only one example, this year at the
invitation of the City Manager of Virginia Beach | attended a meeting of all Hampton
Roads City Managers to discuss the economic situation in the region. Ms. Forrest
learned of attendance and without prompting provided to me a very relevant article on the
loss of value of homes in Virginia Beach as among the worst devaluation of homes in the
country, which |, in turn, sent to several people. Also, when | was searching for funding
for an international educational project, Sharon was helpful to our advisory group in
collecting and organizing information on potential funders. Both times Ms. Forrest acted
independently to support the efforts of others. | cannot overstate how important this kind
of initiative is.

On the personal level, | hold Ms. Forrest in highest regard. | believe she will bring
honor, integrity, and high standards to any institution with which she is associated, as she
has to Regent. Do not hesitate to contact me if you should need further information.

| commend Ms. Sharon H. Forrest to you without any reservation and in hope that
she will be able to contribute to the essential work of the Gates Foundation.

Sincerely yours,
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